What You Need to Know: Name __________________________________  Date _____________
1. Comparative Theory: Empirical and Normative
These few questions cannot be comprehensive but should be helpful. More information can be found in Chapter 4, "Know Comparative Government Theory"(pp. 27-46) and the country-specific chapters (pp. 55-65, 69-81, 86-98, 104-120, 127-137, and 142-151) in What You Need to Know for the AP Comparative Government and Politics Exam.
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There's a cliché that asserts that it's impossible to "compare apples and oranges." In fact, such comparisons are possible. What are three empirical comparative statements you can make about apples and oranges?

What are three normative comparative statements you can make about apples and oranges?

1. What are two reasons that political scientists distinguish between empirical and normative statements?

2. Why are empirical comparative statements more likely to lead to accurate generalizations?

What are some empirical labels that political scientists would apply to the regime of the

a. United Kingdom?

b. Russian Federation?

c. People's Republic of China?

d. Republic of Nigeria?

e. United Mexican States?

f. Islamic Republic of Iran?

What are normative labels that a conservative British politician might apply to the regime of the

g. United Kingdom?

h. Russian Federation?

i. People's Republic of China?

j. Republic of Nigeria?

k. United Mexican States?

l. Islamic Republic of Iran?

What are some normative labels that a liberal British politician might apply to the regime of the

m. United Kingdom?

n. Russian Federation?

o. People's Republic of China?

p. Republic of Nigeria?

q. United Mexican States?

r. Islamic Republic of Iran?
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