AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT

COUNTRY PRESENTATION/PORTFOLIO GUIDELINES

During your introductory blog postings, most of you showed a preference towards a particular country.  I will have used your preference to put many of you in groups, for others of you your fate will be determined by the luck of the draw.  The group you are put in today will be the group you are part of for the rest of the semester.

This assignment will span throughout the entire semester.  You are going to be responsible for becoming experts in your country.  As experts you will be creating a portfolio of materials that we will use to analyze and compare your nations all semester.  These resources will be used by me, your groups, and your peers to construct lessons and review materials throughout the semester.
During Phase 1 of this project your group is going to be responsible for completing summary forms for your country (attached here, and in the folder on edmodo).  On both of these forms you will be listing simple facts about your country in many different areas.  
You will also have time to begin finding items that you would like used in the lessons surrounding your particular country.  You should be finding things like:
· Articles for discussion (current events, or scholarly work surrounding your country)

· Film clips (full documentaries, youtube clips, frontline segments) 

· Political Cartoons

· Charts/Graphs describing demographics, structure of government etc.
· Anything that you think is necessary or interesting for your country

Here is a small outline of the comparative themes and specific issues for you to think about:

The Comparative Themes:

I. Sovereignty, Authority, and Power

II. Political Institutions

III. Citizens, Society, and the State

IV. Political and Economic Change

V. Public Policies

Specific Issues to Analyze:

I. Factors that have helped shape Political Behavior

a. Historical Background

b. Geography

c. Economic and Social Conditions

d. Ethnic, Caste, Religious groups

e. Ideologies

II. The Political Process

a. How are Rulers Chosen

b. Role of Political Parties and Interest Groups

c. How Individual Citizens participate in Politics

III. The Major Political Institutions

a. The way Political Institutions exercise Power

b. Interrelationships between Political Institutions

c. Restraints on Political Institutions

IV. Pubic Policy

a. Functions performed by Political Institutions

b. Establishment of Internal Order

c. External Security

d. Resolving Conflict between Different Groups

e. Raising Money to pay for Services

f. What Service does Government Provide? And to Whom?

g. Regulating the Behavior of Citizens(Is Government Legitimate?)

So, What am I Turning In?
For the first part, you are going to digitally complete both of the summary forms.  You can also start working on an “annotated bibliography” of sorts where you can begin sorting resources, summarizing what they are, why they are relevant etc.
When am I Turning this In?

These sheets will be due by the end of class on Monday.

When will I have time to do it?
We have the laptop cart the next couple of days.
You will get further instructions for the next phase of your portfolios in a week or so, but I believe as you start combing for resources etc, I think this will allow you to begin creating the course you would like to survive for the rest of the semester. 

Feel free to ask me any questions or give me any input you desire.

Rimmey
