Most Influential Supreme Court Cases---The Oral Arguments
Most of you have turned in your case summaries and hopefully you will turn in your paper on Friday. Here are the expectations for the presentation round:
Your First Oral Argument
For your oral argument you can be a mixture of your case summary and the content of your paper.  The goal of your oral argument is to influence myself, your peers, and Sen. Hensley that you have the most influential case of all time.  Use your knowledge of your case to do the following (during the first round):
· Introduce the case to us (relevant background knowledge to understand the decision).

· Explain the decision, and what it means

· Explain why this case is influential.
This should be a 2-3 minute oral argument.
The Format of the Debates/Competing Presentations
You have been placed in a bracket-style tournament where in the first round I tried to place court cases deciding on similar legal issues, in some cases (in many cases in 2nd hour) that was not possible.  The format for the debates/presentations will be:
· The first presenter (the top of the pairing in the bracket) will deliver their presentation first.  This should be solely on the merits of your court decision.

· The second presenter will do the same.  Remember, these should be around 2-3 minutes a piece (if you go longer than 3:30, you will be stopped).

· The first presenter will have the opportunity to give another 1-2 minute speech explaining why they believe their case is more influential/important than the other.
· The second presenter will do the same.

At the conclusion of the final speech, Senator Hensley, your peers, and I will be the three entities that decide which presenter was more persuasive.  The person with the majority will advance to the next round.
The format will repeat itself until we have 4-6 presenters left, and we will make changes later.

For subsequent rounds
If you are fortunate enough to participate in additional rounds you should not recycle the exact same 2 minute presentation over and over again.  Try to find more nuanced arguments to persuade us, or find new elements of your case to introduce.
It would also be smart of you to prepare ahead of time.  On edmodo there is a folder labeled Supreme Court Case Briefs where you will find the brief turned in by everyone.  Read it, be able to anticipate the arguments made by your opponent.

If you are eliminated
You will still earn points based on your participation (voting, paying attention, staying awake and off of your electronic device).  Depending on time, we may have an additional losers bracket.

If you have questions, or if the Senator or I can come up with anything else, we will make rule changes/suggestions as needed.  
Finally, we will talk about a code of conduct for those of you who are presenting when we go to the capital at some point next week.

Thank you and good luck!

Rimmey
